Scott Stays Out Front After Two Days 
of Competition at Soldier Hollow 
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Things are looking good 
as the Chevy Truck National 
Cross Country 
Championships move into a 
third day of competition 
today. 

The championship races 
started on Saturday, Jan. 8th 
at the new 2002 Olympic 
venue, Soldier Hollow at 
Wasatch Mountain State 
Park. 

Saturday’s races included 
sprint races, and Monday’s 
included the men’s 30 km 
classical race, and the 
women’s 15 km classical 
race. 

Saturday morning’s 
sprint qualifications had a 
poor showing of spectators, 
considering one parking lot 
was used. Also, the arena 
was covered in fog, and the 
final heats were hit with a 
snow storm. 

In final heats of the sprint 
competition, Marcus Nash a 
two-time Olympian, of 
Fryeburg, Maine, retained 
the men’s national sprint ski 
title. 

Nash ambushed 
Canadian Phil Villeneuve, 
who placed second during 
the sprints. 

Becky Scott of Alberta, Canada, will be 
taking home the women’s sprint title. 

The women’s Canadian team claimed 
the top three spots during Saturday’s 
races. 

Three-time Olympian, Nina Kemppel 
of Anchorage, Alaska, finished fo in 
the sprints. 

Kemppel was also named as the top 
U.S. skier and was declared the national 
champion for her sixth straight U.S. win, 
she has 10 overall. 

Following Kemppel and placing for 
the U.S., was silver medalist, Rebecca 
Dussault of Gunnison, CO., and 16-year 
old Kikkan Randall, of Anchorage, 
Alaska, placed third in her first ever 
national competition. 

- Two-time U.S. champion, Justin 
Wadsworth, of Bend, Oregon, placed 
third in the sprints for the U.S., while Carl 


Swenson of Boulder, CO., finished fifth. 
For the women, Park City’s own 
Wendy Wagner finished 10th overall in 
the sprint races. ; 
On the second day of competition, 
Scott again took the women’s title in the 
15 km classical races, 


The women’s-Canadian- team: had a 


strong showing early in the race, but by 
the end Kemppel had made her move. 

Kemppel finished the 15 km in second 
place, 32.2 seconds behind Scott who fin- 
ished the course in 52:21.3 minutes, while 
Dessault finished third. 

The men’s races had a turnaround as 
Donald Farley, a Canadian racer and 
teammate to Scott claimed the men’s 30 
km classical title. 

Farley finished the race in a time of 
34:49.1 minutes. 

Nash, who swept Saturday’s event, 
finished fifth in the competition falling 
behind Pete Vordenberg who placed 
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The Chevy Truck National Cross-Country Championships are getting under way this week at 
the new 2002 Olympic Venue, Soldier Hollow at Wasatch Moutain State Park. Saturday's races 
included sprints and Monday’s activities included the 15 km and 30 km classical races. 


fourth. 

Kris Freeman, a University of Vermon! 
student, took home the U.S. title in the 3( 
km, finishing third overall on Monday. 

Candice Cabel, of Truckee, CA. 
claimed the women’s 2.5 km sit-ski title. 

Scott McTese, of St. Petersburg, FL. 
claimed-the men’s sit-skititlein the S kar 
race. 

The championships will continue al 
this week, with closing festivities or 
Saturday, Jan. 15th. 

Today’s races will include, the men’: 
10 km free technique, the women’s 5 kmn 
free technique, the sit-ski 5 km for the 
women, and the men’s sit-ski 10 kn 
races. 

There will be races on Thursday 
Friday there will be no competition. 

There is great food thanks to Bea: 
Creek Country Kitchens and lots of fur 
out at Soldier Hollow. The competition i: 
free to the public. 
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